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This chapter provides an overview of the current state of research policy and research management 

and administration (RMA) in Kenya. Although RMA is an emerging field globally, it is not yet 

fully recognised in Kenya. The main objective of this chapter is to provide an overview of the 

vibrant research environment in Kenya, its most important challenges in the field of management 

and administration of research, and how some Kenyan Universities are dealing with them. 

The findings in this chapter are based first on a research policy documents analysis and on literature 

review. In a second phase, qualitative data were collected through desk-based research and 

informant questionnaires and interviews. 

In the conclusions, concrete suggestions are formulated that could support the enrichment of the 

research environment, find solutions for RMA-related challenges, but also lead to the development 

and establishment of RMA as a profession in the country. 

 


