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ABSTRACT

The growing global economy has brought about new challenges and requirements. 
This calls for reforms in the education sector. This chapter sought to investigate 
preparedness of higher institutions of learning on implementation of competency-
based curriculum (CBC) in Kenya. The primary objectives were to establish the 
level of training of academic staff and availability of teaching learning resources 
for competency-based curriculum implementation in higher institutions of learning. 
The study established that universities in Kenya will receive the first competency-
based curriculum cohort in the year 2029, and preparations for the implementation 
of the new curriculum are ongoing.
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Implementation of Competency-Based Curriculum

INTRODUCTION

Every Country pursues education reforms with the primary purpose of enhancing 
political, economic, cultural, and social development (Juan, 2019). To that end, 
competency-based curriculum (CBC) is a current global educational reform whose 
implementation cuts across all levels of education including higher institutions of 
learning. CBC focuses on acquiring competencies which are defined as the ability 
to do a particular activity to a prescribed standard in solving problems.

The idea of CBC can be traced as far back as in 1957 in the United States of 
America (USA). This is when the whole idea was provoked by the Soviet Union 
which launched the first satellite—Sputnik I—into orbit around the Earth in 1957. 
This event brought about a realization that the United States of America had fallen 
behind in the space race. The Soviet Union’s action sent shock waves throughout 
the American society. In response, the USA held its educational system accountable 
for this failure and challenge (Hodge, 2007). What followed was the introduction of 
CBE (Competency Based Education) in the United States in the 1960s. This came 
about as a reaction to; public concern that students were not being taught the skills 
needed for success in life, in reaction to international issues on competition including 
the “space race” after Sputnik and in addressing legislation.

In 2013, Zambia commenced the revision of her education. The country revised 
her curriculum from a knowledge-based one to a competency-based one or outcome-
based curriculum. The knowledge-based curriculum had been used since its political 
independence from the British in 1964. The Competency Based Curriculum was 
introduced in Zambian schools in order to help learners in the country to focus not 
only on the acquisition of knowledge but also on skills, values and attitudes. These 
would most likely help bridge the gap between the labour market and the school 
system (Mulenga & Kabombwe, 2019). The aim of the 2013 revised Zambian 
curriculum was to produce self-motivated, life-long learners, confident and productive 
individuals, holistic, independent learners with the values, skills and knowledge that 
enable them to succeed in school and in life (Zulu, 2015).

Research studies and evaluations of the content-based curriculum began in 1999. 
For instance in 2005, the Upper Basic Education National Survey was conducted. 
Through this study, data was collected from learners, parents, teachers, head teachers, 
education administrators, tertiary institutions, traditional leaders and various 
stakeholders in order to come up with a curriculum that was effective and relevant 
to the Zambian society. The Ministry of General Education (MoGE) commissioned 
five curriculum studies which were conducted by scholars and researchers from 
the University of Zambia. Based on the recommendations of these studies, the 
competency-based curriculum was adopted in order to respond to the calls of the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number four on Quality Education and the 



 

 

 

15 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the product's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/implementation-of-competency-

based-curriculum-in-higher-education-institutions-in-

kenya/318579?camid=4v1

This title is available in Advances in Educational

Technologies and Instructional Design, Computer Science

and Information Technology e-Book Collection, Computer

Science and IT Knowledge Solutions e-Book Collection, e-

Book Collection, Education e-Book Collection, Education

Knowledge Solutions e-Book Collection, Social Sciences and

Humanities e-Book Collection, Social Sciences Knowledge

Solutions e-Book Collection, Distance Learning and

Educational Technologies e-Book Collection, e-Book

Collection Select. Recommend this product to your librarian:

 www.igi-global.com/e-resources/library-

recommendation/?id=84

Related Content

Retention of Online Learners: The Importance of Support Services
Pamela A. Lemoine, Gina Sheeks, Robert E. Waller and Michael D. Richardson

(2019). International Journal of Technology-Enabled Student Support Services (pp.

28-38).

www.igi-global.com/article/retention-of-online-learners/244209?camid=4v1a

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/implementation-of-competency-based-curriculum-in-higher-education-institutions-in-kenya/318579?camid=4v1
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/implementation-of-competency-based-curriculum-in-higher-education-institutions-in-kenya/318579?camid=4v1
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/implementation-of-competency-based-curriculum-in-higher-education-institutions-in-kenya/318579?camid=4v1
http://www.igi-global.com/e-resources/library-recommendation/?id=84
http://www.igi-global.com/e-resources/library-recommendation/?id=84
http://www.igi-global.com/article/retention-of-online-learners/244209?camid=4v1a


Learning Biology With Situated Learning in Mexican Zapoteca Tele-

Secondary Schools
Paulina Guerrero-Gutiérrez (2017). Handbook of Research on Driving STEM

Learning With Educational Technologies (pp. 214-237).

www.igi-global.com/chapter/learning-biology-with-situated-learning-in-
mexican-zapoteca-tele-secondary-schools/177005?camid=4v1a

Portraits of the Activity Systems of International Higher Education Students

in Online Learning
Elizabeth Murphy and María A. Rodríguez-Manzanares (2018). Online Course

Management: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 658-692).

www.igi-global.com/chapter/portraits-of-the-activity-systems-of-international-
higher-education-students-in-online-learning/199236?camid=4v1a

Pre-Service Teachers' Perceived Relevance of Educational Technology

Course, Digital Performance: Teacher Perceived of Educational Technology
Ogunlade Bamidele Olusola and Bello Lukuman Kolapo (2019). International Journal

of Technology-Enabled Student Support Services (pp. 41-54).

www.igi-global.com/article/pre-service-teachers-perceived-relevance-of-
educational-technology-course-digital-performance/236073?camid=4v1a

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/learning-biology-with-situated-learning-in-mexican-zapoteca-tele-secondary-schools/177005?camid=4v1a
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/learning-biology-with-situated-learning-in-mexican-zapoteca-tele-secondary-schools/177005?camid=4v1a
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/portraits-of-the-activity-systems-of-international-higher-education-students-in-online-learning/199236?camid=4v1a
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/portraits-of-the-activity-systems-of-international-higher-education-students-in-online-learning/199236?camid=4v1a
http://www.igi-global.com/article/pre-service-teachers-perceived-relevance-of-educational-technology-course-digital-performance/236073?camid=4v1a
http://www.igi-global.com/article/pre-service-teachers-perceived-relevance-of-educational-technology-course-digital-performance/236073?camid=4v1a

