Abstract

Agro-pastoral livelihoods in semi-arid Botswana have evolved and adapted to recurrent
droughts endemic to the region. Droughts, more than any other phenomena, have shaped and
influenced rural communities' interaction with their environment on which they eke a living.
The physical aspect of droughts and their effects are well known, but the often subtle and
complex dynamics emanating from drought outbreaks are less understood among
communities. A study was conducted during the 2009/2010 season to investigate how
communities in Kgalagadi North and Bobonong Sub-districts perceive droughts, anticipate
droughts and which sections of the respective communities were most vulnerable to drought
shocks. An extensive agro-ecological knowledge base, in form of environmental indicators,
was used by communities to predict imminent droughts. Preparations included storing excess
crop harvests during good years, storing crop residues for livestock, buying commercial feed
to supplement livestock and seeking alternative sources of income outside the agricultural
sector. In spite of these efforts, drought still affected the communities negatively mainly
through increased livestock mortalities and crop failure-especially among poorer households.
Subsequently, it is recommended that any effective aid interventions ought to understand and
appreciate these dynamics to enhance resilience to future droughts and ensure sustainable
rural development.



