TRADITIONAL VERSUS COLONIAL LEADERSRIP IN EMBU TO 1923 A CASE STUDY
OF COLONIAI TAKE OVER

Embuland lies on the Sbuth—Eastern slopes of Hi. Ken&a. To the
ﬂbst. dividing the traditional Ehbuland from that of the Kikuyu is
4/fiver Rivingaei from the rivor Mugaari ford and uwp it to its
. confluence with river Kii. From here the border goes up river Kii
to its source in Mt. Renya slopﬂs. To the East, river Thﬁci separates
' the Embu from the Chuka of Mptu districtl .To the South and South-
Bast, the Embu boarder with thv ¥beore was not as di"rinct as the
above. It ran along 2 helt of scrubland fyrerm the Hngaﬂri ford to
Ircremaard agd a féint onr: Thucu riﬁerg .To the the Moxrth, the bhorder
was the 1apaﬁattable eéuétorial forest nfl Mt. Kenya to the snowy
mountain hpi;hts. These borders enclosf about flﬂ‘04uare miloé of
land over half of which is Hiyhly diesected by numerous snnll and
large fant flowing streams with dpcp ly dug va‘lov«. Almost al1
Egbuland lics in "the rich chocolate losms derived From the'lavas.nnd
tuffs of the fécthills of Mount Kanya"§ Thic iand is favéurod with
re1a21Vely good reinfai1 although attimor 'rhn roinfell breomes
etrrtic, wns nntsing population of about 51, 000 in 19174 and 53, 000
in 19187 This ponulrtion has grown ﬂtnﬁdily to ‘101,776 pccnrdiﬂg to
the Kenya 1969 population consus®
. Lzmerted by the Embu elders s8 “the good old davs vhen men were
men" 1is the pre—colonial period. The colenicl pefiod fd,Emﬁu‘began
after June, 1906 when the Britich Gnverﬁmnnt‘colonised qu,Eﬁbu. Frenm
their settlement in Ewbulord , to that@hyear, the Frby and remnined
under traditicnal authority and leaderhip of their ewn mnkinp. 1906
brought 2 sudden chﬂnpcd from rradicir‘n:vl te enlonial Mndorship and
auihﬁtity and is theroforn 2 land maxP in Embu histrry. 1In viow nf
this, we shall oxwmino lecdership ard sutherity in Embuland in twe
phases viz, the pre-colonial Embu to 1906 1nd the colonisl Enbu to

1923.
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Pre-Coloninl Ewbu teo 1906

From the 'Genesis' of the Embu to 1‘9069 ‘it ie v ; E 1
that in general authofity and leﬂdnrqhip WRre never vo. -‘;.,1 7 A
A iﬁdivi&u 1's bot ia cm:pnr te brx"ies. This aup}.i@d in 271 :-‘..sp@ct!,’s
 0£ Embu life - pﬂlitiral, sm:i&- o eccmcnic. Only the -'rt of
'administeriug the ditlnnal ritv kncwn a5 Marinking rhnn-r:y“ é_ms
vested on one man » 2 m@mber cf the Niokers f'm-ily in k2 Pi':fzr«wd:i.tary
mfmner.' This 1:{1:0 which wos in p""t:til:? thn rihw) nf r}vim:’ 1ifo
Ydirectives" was administ¢rod to mer rml" (thniz wives quallfying;
vautf‘nmtic lly)' just !wfm'o ths:y had thcir fir“t bowﬂs cirruzn od. Thw

1n f‘ffice at any part:.cul"r Time hed the pnwor tn 'wder c"w ome smﬂ
went for the “hepey ﬂrinkirg" ‘r:lte. ""hn pprr-on was tflr‘ thht to dn
and what not ‘to {”" f.tm thm: dﬂy to the em‘ vf his 11Fe r!az dv writh
these "dc‘n and donts®.  Frwever, the man -311 officc h"z T power
ﬂit:hnr fnt"-'nmwn thoes vhn 1rfu.,a<‘ to Be tﬂ him ;'rv t!w vite (s a2
feod éiﬂ) S 3 fﬂr e:{ocutirg' his arr’m'm The cvders were anyuay ﬂb;g;;,razi
sincn ponp]r fr oyed the POWEY of t.ur'fl that W"‘ulr’ pumf h thm
if they [ not ﬂbiﬂv with rrﬂﬂr‘.‘:‘ Hmmn‘-r, aut:hrrit ; '*nc‘ }Mdnrship
were effm:tively thf.a respnﬂsibﬂity (‘f corporate bﬂdiﬁ‘:ﬂ s 8a3d chove,
and even the fpw individuals mrrtinnnd above ésih;wrlmﬁ e .n.n
‘of authoi‘it}’ ard leadership ,?f s éortain rature wo,:;’fz under t:hr::?.';-’».
‘comcrafe : bodi:zs. ‘!’hes:e Smﬁias were tixe Nthoke, .0 , Eldora®
Cc-uncﬂ.., or C:! il anc' the: Coum:il rf Leadoars nt‘ Hﬂrrigru, | '

'l'hn chu}w (sirrulﬂr and p}.urnl\ or yer‘(’"l"g‘ic‘“l ¢ .orntes ago—
~sets  are evixt:ently the most :mcient socio-nolitical? v'lnst’itutinm;.
Appnrf’ntly the HNthuke were in fyi-a ence eveﬁ berfore ;7?.1/9 'Gr‘ne sie’
of the Eeibug. Ev:u‘ontly r;min, thn. Nthuke ﬁxrm‘,tica ond ro.z; pquem:
lpadc-rship w’s; the rpspﬁn bilitv _nf ttgo Ir'*muturi, Kinn snd G cuku
Clzns which were ﬂ\e pirneor's - 1rﬁoaé fhrm are rngardnri 28 L'ho

r:borigines while the other 6&lone  are  token qs ‘- migz;rsrmts.
Censequomtly, froe time te time, tﬁem were Nthuke leaders fr'm;a thee

Igeruturi clan whe lived near the Em}m_lm)eere border, wear thae Nthuke
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sacred goves 10 These » howevar, werked in cocperatien with the other

clans when it ceme to making important decisions concerning the
Nthuke. The Nthuke at the beginning was nne instifution’ but Auring

the mid scventeenth century, this *split® inte two institutions which

remained ; untilhthe final collapse of ;:he Nt.ﬁukesystefn du‘}ing the

colonial times. It is not quite clear why the divisien arpse but it
was perhaps because of the increased populaticn that took place at
the time in Questinn, ‘the long distances from the mezin pisneer

settlement to the numercus sub-settlements or a division might have

been effected for security reasons; indeed this réssen is most

supported by informants. The informents claim that it was raalised

vthat' if a catastrophe bpfe}.l ‘the Nthuke and ir‘vzic‘a had »11 his children
28 -menb‘ers of this ‘Mthuke , “then ’i:he)? wrul(’ perish 'iéévir(g “the
concerned cﬁildless.: Tn safégu:;;'d ‘é;tich, o “Nehukd' Stsithe®Sere
creétedi b st 0 R children between the two divisions
equally. Tf one dluinion v;métished%dué to s catastophe, ‘the ‘children
in the other flthuké would remain t(c\i"_ givt *seed' to the unforfunnte
éerésan"s family, 1t e, likely that a combination’of some or all
ot thess popeildc yenain abind ¢ b eplit.

"It is remarksble that even after the “split -thé tie NPhuke

divisions kept together and depended on each othér to lavde extents.
They : kept as spirit of bratherhond in the rﬁnhfng “of 't"afz"é‘ouﬁtry's
welfzre and nore acted withc-ut “the * comsent of the other.

Consequently, each checked the nther's actions and actoc as 2 'brake'

on the other. Before the split, the institution wns tribe-wide,
although'. the tribe was a very smell unit by then, hut aftér the

split, each institution was membered by theoretically Ralf the tribe,
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which wajevidently larger in the m‘mbeg of members as the pApulation

increased than bofore the split-.’ The Nthuke institutions with two
divisions were not 2 menopely of the 'Embu, the Mbeere werc alsé
Mers of these institutions and gehérélly acted together with the
Embu as brothers. Heowever, éfter the main ceremrnies, the H}Seere went

to perform in sacred groves in their land while the Embu were



- left tc do the same in Embuland. The two Nthuke PRI el ol T
were Nyangi and Kimanthi, in Mbeere they were Nyangi and Thathi. When
an.Enbu of Kimanthi went to Mbeere, he joined the Thathi members as
a brother and the vice versall

Children wevre made avere of mesbership to Ntiuke divisions when
they were 4~5 years old or younger. Mpaidmfeeaatthhsuge
but parents ‘shared" them as they wished to these divisions.
Generally, the first son joined his grandfather's division and the
second that of the father end so on, althernately. The females joined
their brothers also in that order. Between 10-15 years of age, their
first memorsble ceremony was performed where in most of them
participated ;'ysicauy. They were given their first Nthuke name.
After 15-20 years from the time the name was given the main ceremony
was performed. This was called Nduiko, 'the handover' of power from
the old Nthuke to the younger ome. At such a time, the children who
had been given a first name would be adults of 20-45 years of agé and
most of the wmembers of.thé old Nthuke would be dead of old age. The
few that would have remeined to "hand over', would be in, their late
sixities and both too few and old to run the affairs of ihe Nthuke
and tﬁe countyy as a whole. Before the hand over, a period of
festivities termed "bribery"” ensured when each of the. young, Nthuke
members paid a goat as fee for membership. This goat would be consumed
by the members of the old Nthuke. Much homey - bheer, bu'ls, bee-hives
and other things were paid to the retiring Nthuke eldc-s. After the
peirod of festivity, came the period‘of the Nthuke sacred ceremonies
which began with the clearing of Nthuke highways which connected all
their groves in Embu, Mbeere and todays Mweal? and modern
ceremcnies of the Nduiko then begain the the main groves and later
came to the smaller local groves. At the end of the Nduiko, the old
Nthuke retired and the young Nthuke, under a new name given during
the Nduiko, different from the one given at young, came home to rule

the whole country with young, energetic and
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fresh blcod! Their retired fathers could only advise when called upon
otherwise they had no politieal authority over any aspect of Embu
1ife. It should be mnoted that during the Nduikeo preper, the
Kimanthi/Thathi were allowed to perform first and the Nyangi perfermed
scon afterwards. This was because the people helieved that if the
Nyangi performed first or at the samc time with the Kimanthi/Thathi,
there weuld be much chacs brought about by tbe latter wvho were ill-
omened. The Kimanthi/Thathi, after perferming, were followed by
raids, locusts and other pesté, t’mundsr and much dInsecurity. The
Nyangi :in mm wners fnllomd bymdz py{mﬁwrztyvand ralative npeace,
Hence the Nyangi had to perform last so as to dilute, if not unde,
~the ill-omens of the Kimanthi/Thathi. Conseﬁue.ntly, thera would be
relative peace and presperity in »the country. This time of Nduike
was an extremely sclemn and remarkable period in Exbuland, .cne e
Thergfowe nek halp concluding like saberwal that:

It is hardly necessaty to reiterate their

dramatic elements. The Iria marks, the heer

and oil sprays, the repetition cf acts "seven'

times, the shaven heads of 2 whole gereration,

the leather strips mmm with .-n,dgpnim,

the branéhes brought from distant places ami

the prescriptive cepuletion, 2ll these symbols,

left their :lmpressic;ﬁ on the miﬁds of the

nbsefvetsll.‘ ' |
At the end of the Nduike, a@veryone in Embu and Mbeere knew who wers
the rulers of the land beyond doufzt. These rulars, during the Bduiko
were strongly oathed drilled and instructed on gnod behoviour, ruling
the land, means and times of sacrificing, peace and justice and the
gereral welfare of the land effectively,

What was more dmportant than the organisatien ond processes of
the Nthuke system, however, was the Nthuke functicons in the land.

From the genesis of the Embu, the Nthuke had the responsibility of
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l'ookixla\;:;' after the welfare of Embul'md ‘helﬁelfaro in this context
affected social, ! ecnnomic and pol:ltical aspects of Ex"bu]?n(‘ ¥or
instance,. tho Nthuke wag respensible fot.. pteservinr 211 ‘tx_'iba-l'
traditions. and the tribal cultux:e 1n penoral. Cpnsequently, they
.encouraged people to undergoe the 'hnnev-drink:lng ceremony at Nickera
faril’y®s where one was instructed on the tabnns and other traditicns.
. They: regulated: and si::;ié’i'vised! 'iﬁj;tiatirxns. They carefully regulated
the number of cattle that ivere': 2o be paid for dowry depending on.the
aeconomic situation of 1I:hé ]'.a‘xi;i. When . there was much  livestock
wealth, the dowry was hi;;h v'and' when‘-thcré wes little wealth, dnwry
was lowered. An exammle is the ‘reducticn cf the five cattle fixed
by the Karara (of ‘R'y.angi'.divisinn) :in 1850s to feur in 18805 by their
successors, the Ph;rah’ja; The Nthuke also fized the .value of cattle.
For instance, the above Hnranja had fj;xed the value of a cow to 50
goats and their successors, the Mmi, :educed this teo 18 goats as
late as 1920s! The Nthuke also ‘dictatn.é on the types and patterns
of beads to be won by tﬁeir 'éaﬁght:ers' as Nthuke identity marks. It
was the Nthuke's duty to fix po.nalti'es_ and sﬂ__:tlgments for broken
marringes. | . - : : ’
main duty ‘of the Nthuke wqé thn mrqhip for the welfare of the lond,
_~this was prc»mpted normally by either lack of lateness of the seasonal
rains,  the 'kilihg of taboo 2nimals like elephants, acts of sacrilege
especially by sacred groves, the onset of planting seasoral rains or
the harvest period. The Nthuke authoris:;d the sacrifices and
superv:lscwd them, therv after. pumr‘in" their sacred groves vigilantly.
Durinr; all trcubled times due to warfare on epidemies, the country
relied on Nthuke elders to worship fer peace 2nd ward of the epidemics
with the power vested in them by Mwene Njeru, the Embu God. These
same Nthuke clders surmened the Nthuke ‘members in the sacred groves
and conducted the worship for ’'plenty' in the form of children,
livesteck and foodstuff. Consequently, they were greatly raspected
and feared by the whole country for their powers and duties to

Embland.



The MNthuke, above z11, haéd ‘legislative' pewers all threugh iis
leng bhistery in Embuland. Indeed, it was the only bedy with
lagisiative powers for a long time before the emercence ~f the other
bodies that will be discussed below! The Nth@kﬂ ruled on where public
highways, ry:lracia' nutaaru, were tr.; pass and _thc conduct o these
highways. In the same way, they decided on pub;ic watering places
or fords and passed vrepulations to be followed her:s. Once they passed
the regulations, these were to be onbeyed and effocted ewven if the
owner of the land in which this place wos Jdid not approve. This
applied to both fresh water and salt er mineral water placee. The
Nthuke repulated the rate of alecholic drisking of individuale in the
country. If they theoupht 'younsg people’ were drinking and could not
behave themselves a8 eustom required, the Nthuke could rule rut this
publicelly and name the 'voungcet® clresmcieton age group that would
be the last on the ladder of these allewed te drink. All these of
youﬁger age groups would not drink even if they had circumeis&d 80ONS
and daughters. The Nthuke kept watch over the use of witcheraft. They
laid down penalties, rerging from payment of some ldivestock and cath—
making to death. It was their duty te erder ‘witch-finding' end try
the victims when suspected. In the same way, the Nthuke rallied
everyone, member ané nop-member, to a socered grove where the
'legislation’ was znnounced and put inte action with immedinte effect.
Later; the custom of performing this deed through =~ Vivata dance,
arcse and was used very effectively. The Nthuke svysten, axtending
beyond Embu borders undoubtedly helped to bring abeut cordial foreism
relationship, =211 engincered by the Nthuke organiscrs. This was
illustrated by the fact that an Fmbu could move to ¥beace on Chuka
lands and rnceive cordial relations amcung his Nthuke-mates during
peace times without beiny molested by 2nyone. The Embu Nthuke-mates
of the =above lands cmid in turn enter Embuland in the same way,

During these periods of exchanging visits, much trading was deone
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shoreby  helpirp o deaw - Hie T tiabos treether  towerds  conmon
understanding and npproeiation of cach othei'.

A1 ccnéi.dered, Vb!.thuko.. the moqt aneient siﬁslc iﬂs_';tf_i:utinn in
Exbu, was the most effecti\m in thi ii:uxmin’;_z -ofb the coﬁntfjr's afairs
ﬂnlitican s sm:i .lly and ecrmmnicc‘lly. tItr; meﬁﬁaréhip ","1(*&(’1!;{‘ all
cver Embu and I‘ibc—erelam*s ﬂrmm its infiﬁence nt only 21l over
Exmbuland Luat T'v?rwx(‘ the trihal 'hox'('oru. l‘-:.t‘ lesst, ‘uptr the mididle of
the ninetrt-enth century, 1t ‘ wos :\hﬂznst 2n ¢~r;1§' institution wvhich was
recormiserd cutside Embu berders. It kept itﬁ influence and fuﬁctiﬁﬂf
‘wntil the erlonisotion ‘ﬂf the F‘fpbu when it then ecllanged qu'}.ckl}j dua
to the sfrfﬁr '\rwsﬁrr put ﬂvain 1 it By the Ryitish .cnl'm.ialiists.

Closz on the hﬁclq nf the Lthul'e in aye ond o ':;’; wdsntion coame
A!:h&) clans., VWhen the pioneer mi”'i' nt settl(’;c’.’. in Embulend and cccouned
some vidges; they Vbic; “o ‘creztin;lz families «f thelr ram 'éhich on
inerensing after n few génerati(\ns Lacame lavee fmﬁili@a nrmed aftey
théir -pliomzez; founder. This was a sub-clen. 'i\s time nogsgad; the sub--
cliang mltiplie:’. and several sub-clons formod clans*. 'Tha‘se clans,
lfving in their founders® 1¢m<~., harvested these lnnds inte clean—-lands,
Gtadually, the cluns ircrsza ned in number as more "4'1 frante settlad
forming tﬁei.r rwn elaneg.  The menborshin of th olams also iacrsez;.sea.
Corvsequently, thore érn-sc: seme small elsars with urnder 1(3(3@'3 members
uﬁile lzvre clans contained 0v:~:~,r.' 5300 membors,  Most ol Vv-.., hrwever,
hed an averape of 1 5000--3 000 members !;»y the crming of he wﬁ‘itemr»r:
te Embu. Norwolly, rembers of onc elan we::rrf feund in t o rsn;. areas
however, it m:swnnt uncmoﬁ. tr‘.. fif;d Some wvr?‘nrs afialel an 9{\3? Kgod,
scmewhers: in Npanderd - that is virt:u. 11y & ercss—section of Er‘mlanﬁ

froa East 2o West. Hatus:ally, svery section of suchh 2 clar wonld be

hoving & lersder or leadors. In every ridea nlso where a esrtrin elan
owned 1snd, lenders arese, more corvraectly, these leadewrs enuld bhe

termad  gpokesmen; for they did pet heve much autherity %‘vw:r thoeir




colleapues as inddeidusl.

The clan spokesmen wei'f: normally those elders who bnew much of
the clen traditions sard Embu traditions in seneral. Above 211, they
had to be elderly ennugh to be accepted n~s eldexs. A pusl. v of these
whe led diﬁfetent sub—elons of the clan made & type of elen
govermment. It should be stressed . however, that ovsn thise ncted

trgether with the rest of the clan. nsver solely or tholr rom; olwenly

zs spekesmen.  The clang had thyroe wein issues o deal with dn the

clan and thes: were merely clen affeirs, vis, < lap-lands, initiations

znd marriapes, and the rererrl cerduct of clan members. Clan~lernds

Enl

were the property of th

o

. clan ~2nd crmlﬁ.i be tampered with by an
individual mpember of the clan, An individusl, eruld sublet lond to
somecne slse ic-.s;;orre.rily with the kn:wladee of tho othey pembeys but
could not dispose nf it in any way 1like sgllin_g:; on exchanging. For
these, m. whaols clﬂr':, consant was nf::cc:ssnﬁ ‘. ¥hen suzrmened fov such
2 doed, the buyer and sé}.ler padsd seme fpe" to the i¢:}.f.:n. Whoeve the
lond was i Aispute, the whnle clsn esmo te ke ar the case, the elsn's
wemen byought moch fond, The snokesman -rrf the aren affected arpued
for the clzn. Whan imperteant trees like Hnréiz;gjz; {cordis [Myasin?
wers to be .t:utgl the clon 3.9:1.::!5:&:::—:“!13:1 t~ consent. Yhen casing, if the
clan had sectiones far swny apart, the scetions in ths un-iontad aveas
could send representatiwves to the hearing.,

Initiations of elan chiléren @isc brousht the 1 =opzther.

Together with following the MNthuke preserited »  Iavdions  for

)

Mitiz}ti{ms, or marriages, the parents still had to i with rion
repgulations. The porente ammounced thedy Inteptic s either for
infciations or m.fztr:?.zv?e‘s to the elan Fofore these tro. away pesitive
steps.  This was necessnry Lecause it ware believod that "childven and

f opnt of individunls!  The

women wers: the preperiy of the clan
announcement tock the form of 2 feast where muech bBoc  or livesteek

was consumed. Only 2fter they gave their comsent did either the

®

initistions or marviages take nlace.



The ciong kept clnse watch over the eonduct of thedr membors.
if, for crample, 2 man wmistyented his wife often and e!n_}:?ferately, the
elan could suemrn him 2nd warm hir of soch a conduect; 1if the mon
contirned , he could bLe disciplined by beatings. If he still
continued the miscenduct, the clan eculd discerd the man fyom the clan
hut retain the wife ns8 a clomsennn, In the ssne, if 2 woman
mishahaved an? wwuld net ohey her husband, the clan ecould discipline
herc. Tan elan had powers of dissclvine 2 moyriape and svyvanging forx
a settloment of such r mavriage. However, a2t times they rpferro‘ithe
matter to o hisher judicisl beldy - s with other types of disrute,
@nanuzntlys the elan wre always colled feor help if o =an eruld net
affoxd €o pay the dowry for 2 wife. Aleo, if a ron ermmitted
homdedds, the ecace was always yeferred to  the c'\.\\n whe paid
compensaiion or blood weslth 1f they thought the marn 2 worthy mecher
of the elan and Af tha hemicdde was nn zecidont and pot 2 delibarate
Ceed. They did 1likewise for n witeh or wizard. If any of these
cffenders was a2 habitunl cffandor or 2 aseless mombar of ths clan,
the clmm gave the offender up for szecutinon by the concerncd.

The clan zutherity wos a2lways povomcunt within the elar hoth
hefore the formaticn of judieisl bodies and sfrar. Howvewsr, olsns
incorperated anm smount of Hthuke legislation  dn theirs and 2lsc
influenced judieial Lodies when those formed in mid 23ght -nth century
or thersabout.

In the mididle of the cightaeenth century, anothor - Jperate bhaody
emeyced In Embu ,sm:icmy wvhich develenled £i1l the oming of the
whiteman. This wrs the judicial irstituticon termed Eisne (;a].ur;al -
cimia). The Kirma was z body made up of clen, Hthuke spokesmen and
other individuals whe were knowledoeabls din the Embu traditions. Thaey
would sit omd hear dispmtants over all subjects like lowd ox demestic
affairs, The sookesmen of the Kiama were termed Athomnki (singular -
Futhamaka)., As time possed the kioma grew dn influence over the clans
andd the latter would at times rofer their cases to the kisme sinece

the kieme was composed of very knewledreable and famous nen, Athamaki,
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from 211 over Embuland! Consequently, the Kiama was classed to at
least three grades namely: Kiama kia Muroro, Kisma kia Mburi and Kiama
kia Npome. The Hﬁrcto was membéred by very jun_'u;wr men sincé it wes
the first rank of kimm. The méuﬂ)eré weré ‘ men whose first born
children had just beern circ@ciééd. To jvain, nn.é;;f;c.id a grat as faee,
This greoup lecked after 'Lnitiationai affa‘irs such '"s &the notential
membere, and azllowed them te initiste th'ei'f chiidtén‘ after the l;xi;t_er
had been thrcugh the Nthuke and clan mechineries. They aisw Aran the
'lﬁxror;) affairs such 2s the‘-uiembérship - ﬁho had jcined, what’type of
goat he paid, whe took the goat's skin and so forth. Théy_ _had not
judicial powers over any other aspect of life. As they ’qual'-i.fir.-d fer
membership to the mext Kiama, they left the Murcre inidivicdually smd
joined the m@ a kia Hburi. ‘

. The memhershin of the ¥in Mburi was cmay;l»..x. Peonde of 211 walks
of life ‘had rirhts to iedin j.t'lif thnfr quaii.fiea, a;zaiﬁ after raying
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cats or a goct and more heer. C(:nsoquontll_y, one found elan
lzaders, medicinemen, ‘retiréd waifr:l.')rs, njama and ex-njana (wc»rricr
sries), poor and rich and alsc 'Aihemaki. All thpes nf cases were
settled laf_ter being heai‘d‘;‘ such were ' debt.s, thefts,gtlan-d; ma}jriagpg
quarre}s and cother 1ssucs. This kioma had pvhwe‘rs nf execpfingj tho;‘ir
decision by confiscating the preperty of an offender who refused to
pay as: the. verdict demended; they u.éed such px;opertﬁ- o an offender
who refuséd to' pay as the verdict demanded; they used ach property
to compeusate the grieved persen or party, Afa important Heint to note
here is that this Kiome was the seat of the Athemaki vﬁn mostly t)urne("'.‘
out to be the sp-:)kesine:h' of the Kiama even nfter Joinirg like >nﬂrfaz'al ¥
memers. These Athawaki had to pessess qualifieations roecognised
traditioﬁally s0 as to be accépf:ed. The quz.‘-_lificatinns were,
knowledse of thé general life of the Enﬂ*u aﬁ‘. possibly the
neighbeuring trihes. One had te be a man respected by the Embu duc
te his actions persr;nality‘and pnssessioﬁ of traditicpal wisdom. He
had to be popular in his localit‘y. and beyoend 2and had te be renowned

for his dmpartizlity in dealing .with peceple.  Although to have these
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cbtained through exzperienmce and so at least mature ége, if not .ﬂld
age, was mnecessary, at least forty~five and above. 1In practice, a2
large prt.éportion came to bo m:-varriors or ﬁjama. Thése Athamaki were
in practice, the ccuntry's brains and hence their leadershi{) and
authority could mot be tiuestim;ed.

The third 2and last grade nf the Ciama was the Kia N;;frme1§ The
fees for membership to this differed acccrdi:m‘_»’; “io: theoecopomic
situation but ranged frrm a he-goat and a ram plus wuch honey-heer
te a bull, » he-gozt and beer. The first qualification was such old
ape that one was ‘past-child-bearing-age® that 1s after sixty years
of age. One had to be a tétited nmember of the other cisma. Additional
qualifications, egimilar teo thrse »f 2 Huthawmeki, included rnuch
experience and knowledpe in the traditional life of the Embu, he had
to be 2 humene 2 and gympathetiec wen. He had to he kﬂﬁ\ilecjg:eable of
nct only the geog_:rthy of Embuland but that of the neighbourine lands.

For didentity, in additiom te the Ngomr:,v the membor coarried a
"Hlack” staff, hence the éltetnat:ive name of the Kiama, ‘of black
staff'. The member also wore a monkey-skin cop with a red ribbon
called Mwonge and possessed 2 small *black’ pourd contzining castor—
0il for keeping peace. Becruse of the ’sttict qualifications,
membership te this body was vei:y very small. Hewever, the func.tinns
of the Ngome were extremely important. It did mot Aascive TEaolt in
the affairs cof the bcther cizamn except on a point of adwvice but dealt
with matters thot threatencd the peace of the land. Such were termed
Thamaﬁdia. Such ecases were homicide very serious lénd c:’sws where
theoath of Kwunda Mburi, ‘te pierce the grat®, Athat destreyad lives
of mony was administered and fights and feuds inveolving parties which
- at times force one cof the parties to abandon its élan land and seck
refugee to a2 fare away land. Extreme cases of witcheraft were
considered Thamandia because they destroved lives of peecple and seo
were dealt with by the ngome. The ngome had powers of sentencing =

criminal to death. These elders were the supnreme legal power in
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Embu which seens o have developed from thP late siohtecrth century
rnd was vory strong when the British eame to Fmbuland, Theirx
zadership and astherity could not-be guestiocned by anyore or party.
Actuslly, they were respectad, feared and dyseached, that is vhy they
wore offcetive in the whole of Embe, few zs they ware.

The counecil of the leaders f warriors or Njagﬂ va itan
(herezfter ﬂjamu) evelved after t 2 Embu develonaed their wavyior
systen, poobably botween 1800-1%40s. The Fjeme first oppesrsd s n
fow brave snd cunning warricrs whe knew puch gpeosvophy of the lands
nedghbouring Embuland and whe were daring enourh to enter these lands
secretly as scolitary individenls ond collect mdlitery dnformaticor fov
Enbu warrdiors. Later, they would lead the Hobu warriors into these
ionds zud the Erbu would emeype vietoricus beeruse of the vprinr—
information. The spy Hthurinei (plaral Athiseni) woeld be paid by
those: who ecapture ¢ some loct for hie servica. Gradually, ¢he Niame
developed into an 1nstiiutiﬂn aﬁd entry dintc it beeame highlr
cormpetitive. A c:-mdida;e for Bizma had e have sevwverd as 2 normnl
warricr for at lenst tun yvears zyv!l had to prove that he waz styong,
'vwﬁtally ard physienlly in choracter.. He had to be intolldeent and
kaowledyable of Enbw gencraphy and that of the Pl neichbours. 1In
his werricr career; he had o be populer with the wery? ve: it wne

esgential that he was humane, ote whe weuld not Jat war lore pevish
in vaor by ordering them to fight against impossible odd  Instead of
ca2llin: fci =z rTetreat, cowardly as it might hove 1oo! . &n aping
warricr who had paid poats of elderhre 'd of probahly & First two
prodes of the Giorn qulélbﬁ ermsidered for Niswme on 2 s sreunds of
aze. Abhowrs £5ll; the hichest qualification wae that the - indidate had
killed on enemy in combate ~t wior. A combinaticon of 211 rr some of
the zhove qualificd one for the post, Only ofter ﬂatisfyiug‘th&se
was the enndidate allowed e pay a goot for feus. Fven after this,
he cruld ant he entrusted with the leading of worrlers to war before

he wan theoroughly rroined in the oart lzadine warricers.
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THE COLONIAL EMBU: 1906-1923

Or June 18, 1906, the British at last launched the:.r invnsirm
of the Embu which the latter had repulsed from 1903. The f.mmsi(m.
. after_ abmn: thtee months was highly sucéessful. The' Bfitfhﬁ- took
their next step. that . trf mlmentinp’%eir wishes.-.and desires in
lhbulaﬁd, polit!scal.ly. am::lally and* ecm:rvnieany ac-as" to tame and’
c:!.vilize the - 'vnz' like®! and pm:itive' Embti, as they were pcpu.’mrly :
dnmibnd. '!!o -adwam fhedr misedon, tha Bricich hagre Wy eppointiep

‘chiefs' over: the Embu. From these vchiefs, they  put a2 mm_nber of
demanda thot foxmed & parxt of the chiefe' duties. Depending on the
way  cthe MQ CHITied -wat theea dweics, rhoir follow-Erid Judged

- them; at the sape time the whiteman judged them. The chiefs tried

to ‘balance’ themselves between the two pressures and in the eourge . - -

of time produced 2 society whirh had 2lmest uliorly chanped from the
erodindoweY “cone digcusead asbove; mainly' beczuse of the type of
leadership. and svthority tn which it was subjeeted. . 1a€ wo briefly
examine authority and leadership in the above context and see how
© whose fURTTianal in <UL IRSt to-The Esbo. Traditisnas]l eontoxt.

_APPOINTMENT OF CHIEFS

After the Britich axmy sweéc throwgh The whole of Bmbulend £rim
_West to East and from the South te the forest reducing huts to ashses, '
capturing as wmuch livesteck and 'var-prisoners' as they cculd, :
ransacking homesteads and shambas for food-stuff and crushing ' every
‘pocket' of resistance, a cecasefire was ordered and the whiteman who
led the invasign, Captair Maycack pitched his camp 2t Gatituuri, near
todny's Kevote C.C. Mission. Prom this "heodquarter’, he called for )
the Embu leader to come-and surrender to h:hn. With the Embu Society
. was &escﬂb@d earlier, there’ wag ne e 1¢I:adpt 'whc: cculd nnswer to
the call. ‘ﬁ:#- prisnpeta of w&r were then askeu who the Mumene of
. the Bmbu was. In Kiembu, this- mrd means. m chim namely; one an

authorititive person, whe can command or rule othars with authority

and, twe, large or huge either in size, volume or both.
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There having been ’nn single j.ndividual ruler of the Emwbu, they asked
'p:i.‘so;ieré b o’fv qar' undetstnod .t;_he se?:énd\ moanim.t;_, - therehy
nisunderstanding tho vhitenan who had the first mea ninr, in mind'
Hovever, Hjiit:l wife of Kuriria, answerinp thnt she kncw where this

l

.person was, was ordered to pe apd “summen him. ~ She cme back with cne
: :_T:Kirilamit:l, wa 'Rgu:u whm shel‘xad ;fetcned frnmhis h:ldnut in lﬁt,}fl(enya
’_ fergst. 'l'rhe~ whiteman could nat ésubt th:gg Kifiaﬁigi was. i;.nt g:h-elmuny
ft"."-;'.'» _f’:’}}"ﬂd'vd(.?ubt that hfa’vas ,ve}l ; looke:} "fter. probably! by the
"‘whole‘ tribe'". It is unaminously arreed fhat. ¥iriamiti was a
hysically mighty mn and that the wh:lteman declarod him "chief" over
the Fmbu st;raig}tt 'z}vay.r Thus, Pun helped t;‘ :make Kiri-mﬁti a chiof' |
He had not been in é;\yway, except his physique; ‘prominent in Embulénd
he was oot even a mombor of "any judicial or w'nrim: g'toup in his ‘
lncali:y, leave alnnp Enbuland; yet his appointment as chiof was
~effective from the dc‘y e ® met " the vhitpmz'n em‘ was confirmed in the i,
"{""’xenya Offieial Gazotte of April, 1908 as 2 chicf under the 1902
" Village Headmen Ordinance.
Hhat surpwised the vhiteman af.tet‘ appointing' .‘Kitiamit'l was  to
.hc:ar that the latter.was not a chief, in the Europeon sense of V_the
word, fo:x;'n éhe whole of Embuland! It was most v‘su.rpri_sinﬁ to learn that
Kiriamiti -tepresented only 2 small locality, Rue — the area of modern
I‘L;lkengi aﬁd Kevute sub-locations of Gaturi location tod-w He was
hnwe've;;- to help the other areas b their chiefs' and surrender
to: the ﬂxit?mn" and Kiriamiti sent messengers in all direét:i.el}s <o T
surmon ‘rgprésent'atives of these areas ‘to ceme ant!“éﬁtrgnd.carfo’r thier
localities. The surrender ceremony was generally thu {iéclélx-étinn of
being wlcyal.. to the whiteman's povermment," agréeihgz ‘to make rToads and
" pay taxes. Im vgreﬁuingf the whiteman would not £fight the Enbu’ anymrre. - i
The Embu could understand neither the «1utét16ri?‘,of "tf’xr%‘{“\miteumn-'swstay
in Embu nor -amy:other abfvvé_- : t:h:.;ee» deimndé;}-‘i heing tco foreisn to the
Embu: minds. However, te : aveid ~anymore . confrontation with. the

whiteman's terrible army armed with the 'gins  that were to superior
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to their armoury, the Embu coneented 21l that the whiteman demanded.

Consequently, 211 Embu areas followed Kiriamiti's example and sent

representatives who were, to their amazement, declared ‘chief'!

Neither the public, nor the °‘chiefs’ themselves understcod what

chieftainship mecant or invelved. A few of the ‘chiefs' themselves

understood what chieftainship meant or involved. A few of the '

chiefs® 2re discussed helow.

The lowere: section nf modern Kieni location sent Kangoco to
reprgsent them at Gatitwuri. It should be mentioned here that the
people cf Kieni and Kageari areas had had no confrontation with the
whiteman prioxr tc this invasirn. As a rqsult, they knew very little
shout except some rumcurad superstiticnﬁ such as that the whiteman

~was 2 cannibal. This was partly why they presented serious resistance
‘pockets’ ond. therefere suffered many casualties. Im c¢ntré§t,_the
Hurue/Gaturi and Ngendori Embq - whe ha_r‘\ fcught the whiteman in 1903,
1904 2nd repulsed the whiteman®s attemnts teo enter Ermbuland upb to
1906. The Kieni penple weuld not send a Muthamoki or Hjama so that
if the whiteman ate him they would lose & worthy perscen. They sent
Kangoco because he was a social outcastl® who had been traditionally
condemned and was cop the verge of.being executed when the British
invaded and executioners had to run fer their livesr, sparing Kanpoco
to be executed after the invasion was over. Thus, sending him te
repregsent them, the Kieni people were csubjecting him to represent
them, the Kieni people were subjecting him to a possible frrm of
execution. In contrast, the Npandori whe knew thot the whiteman could
not be tackled by simple peecple sent their tough aznd kncwlegedable
Njama, ‘Kathendu wa Futerc and Kabuthi was Kuthathura to interced for
them. These twc were also decléred- "chiefs' ecach for his small
* locality although they-come frem an area which had traditionally been
Tun as one j.ocality. Thic showed that the whiteman was prepared to
divide traditiopal localities into sogments to suit his purpose - t

he prinecinal of 'divide and rule’?
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And this princiﬁle of Ydivine s TléV Ny soon Fotaouel atthr

the Ngondori 'chicfs' were appointéd. Kieni, where !(:Vmso‘enh ‘;at- already -
a ch:lef was ordered to send representatives of th¢ upper svctinns.’
avoidinr to send any useful Njama or Athemoki, the penple apain chose
representatives who were not knowledgecble sc that in case the 4
vhitenan decided vto extract - 1nformat.jionA ahcut the Embu, the
repregentatives shonld pot reyeal Puby secrets. s&.n.c'? ‘they aid not
ow them!. - Conpeguently, Kanjogu went to rapresent the arvea today

called Mufy, K

AT

Tebmad saktng & poral of four ‘chicfs' in onc lecality!

Mwea was Ithimm was a persommal friend of Kiriamiti but wes not
recognised in any way as a n;ﬁ:,er of any hcd;v ‘with authority. On
~buwuwumnum MW&.Mmma N :
g&mmnw Wummmm '
X“amum M!!’atdesmthe Marpamvend,
for reosons only known to himself, coveted chieftainship. He
therefore bribed the whiteman's collaberaters who intreduced him to

"b,g made a 'chief' of Kithate area, lower Gaturi. The list is long >
but the above are the wain sategoriag in which the 'chiafs' pot their t
g’_“t“‘ Infcarmante wmonn goamipewsls Thee; ™. foce the sppetnrment [
of Ririemiti there was ne ‘chief' in Fmbu as such, we had not even
heard of the Wordeeeoe.. But in less thaf\ iwc waeks (after Kiriamitis'® ?
appointment), Embu was full of them (chiefs). The Serikali (British
Government) . gave every small village .or ridge 2 chief". What is
in;?ttant to note and emphasize here is that the chicfs ‘were, except
the two mentioned for Ngandori, not the ideal Embu leaders but got : =

2 e
their chieftainship due to some of the devicus circumstances mentioned k

above., Except Nrandori, the other areas did not chose their proper
Jesdess = appevestly, uw»wm *a Saop n the dark’.
Consequently, sccial outcasts 'like Kénpoco. oppertunists 1ike
Muruanveni and Kiriamiti. favnnrite friends of ‘some cof the chiefs or

whiteaan s collaborators like Mwea and those cnnside:ed by the Embu

unknowledeable traditiomsally and hence posing mno danygxét‘ in revealing
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“the Bmbu secrets manned the posts of ‘'chiefs'! Yet, these had now.
authority vested on them by the whiteman and were eé.ch given .the
'union jack' to hoist in their compounds as a sign of authority. As
the Embu discovered later, these were the sole leaders of Embuland!
Soon after appeintment, the chiefs and the Embu learnt what
chieftzinship meant. The chiefs' first duty to the whiteman was to
disarm their warriors and anycre who kept any type of weapons - as
21l Embu men did entil very old age ~ The other p_eo;ale's‘duty was to
“ obey. This was nct only amazing te the Embu but absurd. Had they
ever heard of a2n enemy who demanded their weapons were only taken from
him a2s macumc when he was killed during a combat by wheever killed
him., However, to avoid ancther confreantation even before they
recovered from the effects of the 1last cne, they obeyed and
surrendered their weapens. Ciira Kiondo, one whe participated in
helping chief Kabuthi te disarm a section of Npandeori stated:
In cvery name, for the first time we ccllected each of the
above items (spesrs, swords, shields, clubs,‘ arrxmslbcvgs)
heaped them in different heaps each for each kind and
carried them in hundle:';’ to him (the whiteu:én, at Gatituiri).
The whiteman said this was not 211. 1'Gt‘- an bring 211!'
he ordered. We made a second rcund but he would not be
satisfied. He ordered a third round. Ee ther thought we
had sent him 211 but many more »rer-minr:dl?
The abeve illustrates the scverity used to disarm the Jeanderi and
Gatiri/Murue areas. Informants agree also that 'such severity was not
used in Kieni and Kzig;aari.. However, the pcint here iz that unlike
many other 'conquered® tribes in modern Kemyz, the Embu were disarmed
and 211 their amsg taken to the whitemon's headquarters, Gatihuri?
This ag‘:tirm’ nursed prievances in the Embu ﬁim}s, : ésget_:ially nf
warriors, which might not have played ? nepligible part in fércing
the Embu to bjoiﬁ the the meu mau uprising less than forty decades

1ater?®, To most Embu, the deed of disarming ttié people -



vas a decree of the chiefs, This won the chiefs much disfavour m!r-
hostility from their subjects even before they had ruled for two 

months!

Immediately after the arms' surrendér, the Embu-were subjectJ

to the making of network roads joining the homesteads of their chi
These homesteads functioned like the chiefs! headquarters. Laterl
'roads' had to join these headquarters to Nthithiari, the modern
Municipality, which was under construction as the whiteman's head
quarters. Nthithiari had to be joined to Mbiri, Fort Hall, the 34
of the sub-commissioner while in 1917-1918 the road had to be
extended to Chuka, Howéﬁér, the pinch was mostly felt at the
beginning before the people got used to this 'useless 'forced
labour. At the initial stage, tyo orders were given by the chiefs.
one was that every adult had to attéhd the road making, the |
participants were ordered to go through the shambas of those who 1

refused to go destroying the latters' crops under cursing songs.
The second was that large huts were Euilt in‘the'chiefs"compoundi
to house all unmarried butkinitiaféd girls and all young circumcig

menlu unmarried and those recently married, After every day's wo*'
thy sung and danced and were ordered to sleep together in the hut#

This action was much detested not only by the elders but by the-
parents also and all the traditional Embu. Never ir. Embu had your
mén and women slept together by themselves in the sime hut unless
they were married, These:huté were scornfully called Nduka; wher4
things are dumped together without order! The chiefs went furthet

advised by their Kikuyu advisors, they introduced the Kikuyu custe
a boy and a gi

called 'Nguiko' the interfemoral intercouse, where
were required to fondle each other and stimulate sexual intercour
feelings but were not allowed to perform the actual sexual interc
To these Embu girls and boys who had never'practised it, the art
out of favour at first, they had to be forced to perform. To the

~ditional Embu, it was a deed they could not define for it went
Toyond their powers of judgement for being too



exactly as the chiefs orderaed. When it seme tr oo e L - 07 e
taxes and €foreed labour cutside Embuland, the beatings ¢ ntired,
bribery wes widely used and ruch unfairness done.  Te illustrate these
briefly, let us examine the question of tawntion and that of frrced
labour cutside Ermbuland.

The questicp of toxmaticn was bhrrught to the Embu in 1907, Joss
than half 2 year after they hs? "apgrecd® during the surrender to pay
rubina rumue, rme vupee, re a tax. The Frbu actuslly did net have the
rupees, mrst did aot even knrw whrt that was, their provincus trade
with their neighbeurs and the Senhilif/Arabe traders heving heon
barter, when gends were oxcharged for gende and not money., In any
case; the Embu understood neither the mesning wnor the roason for the
tax. Tr ther, it was 2 continuation »f hemilistion 2and a means of
impoverising thew. The cfficial reason €y chersing the tax was piven
in 1910, at least iv cfficinl receords. It stated:

The intentirn nf the tax is to maks the young men,

or warrier elrss, and espeeially theose who do work

contribute towerds revenues of the protectorate.
Rrwever, in 1907 the chiefs waere ordered tn demand # rupco £or evary
liul:; rupees uwnavailsble, herds of gests were paid -~ one goat wes
valued at a rupee. The zoats were sold later for yunece. In 19(57-
8, Rs.76,000/= were ccllected. Soon, rthe mme rupce was ;__Zzpﬁed upte
three rupees or three geats (althrurh the foats we o not very
zcceptahle now) and by 1911-12 poll-tax was intreduced n addition
to the hut-tax, to ensure that ceven the ‘slipperly’ you  mern who had
no huts contritmted teo the pretectorate’s revenwes., 10 1912-13 the
Registration syetem was intvrduced e dmprovae the eolleciier — indeed
the firures eccllacto? went upte PRs5,117,300/= which 1ross  te
R5.209,123/= in 1916-17 ac the Embu Politiccl Records hery witneas.
The fipure fell to Re.100,768/= with the 1918-19 carrier corps £amire.
As théy hegan to yecover from the fomine, the Embu were surrrised to
find that the vote woe raised frem Rs.3/= to Bs.5/= in 1919-20. The
noevt year esw the rise to Re.6/= at the begiming of the‘ year and

hr 1y six months elapsed hefrre the figure was vaisad to Rs.8/=l
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outraseous to thedr morals. Ae axpectod, the Inexpes wg.. oo

unlike the Kikuyu an utter failure ir the art., This

remembered as the time when girls conceived and either go
cutside wediack ar were given by their parents to those wvho eceneejved
them without ths parents demanding their bcustemary duns. The results
of such marriages were moare nf disappointments than succesnaes.

RBut this did not deter the chiefa whe had gnt 2 chanee tr launch
an onslavpht to the Embu traditieus, se 1f to compensate for what they
lacked in the eyes of the Fmbu. The chiofe! retinue, the rotainers
and Y¥anga, narticipated ir this npeike fully, Later, they would
simply order the pirls they desired te remain with them as concubines
without cheltering thenselves with the clcak nf nguike. lMest cof the
chiefs, the irresponmsible cnes, alsc jcined this grand onslaught of
traditional morals. TIndeed one infermant whe participated in the
ixguiko said, "it was acclaimed that it (nguike) was en order from God!
That He (Gnd) had seid that people should cbey what the chiefs said"?Z
The rutery spgainct aguiko wac raised even by the youth of the country.
For instance, the uncircumcised boys of chief Kapeta of a section of
Kieni burnt dowvm the chief's duka and escaped to hid in Chuka-land.
Consequently, the D.C. ordered a thorough beating of the area's people
and burning dowm of their huts! The Eigeri Mission (C.M.S. which
established itself in 1910) joined the traditionists who cendemned
the npuike. The Missicn even orgpanised night "raids' to chief's
quarters to capture theose who practised nguike and sued ‘the eencerncd
to the DC - 2n issuc ﬁhat preduced much friction betweern the Church
and the adrministraticn. However, nguike was gradually contrrlled and
later stcpped, but the merals remained low and have not recovered even
today. HNeedless te say, the chiefs won honcur only from the retainers
but from the majority of ‘the Bwbu, they were detested.

Rnad making was the introduction te forced labrour. Scor the
buildit_\s; of Nthithiari as the 'headquarters cf the whiteman fnllowed.
After this building, people under theixr chiefs went back te the rcad

making preject. It is Important to stress here that these projects

were alsc szceempanied by heavy beatings of these whe did nnt do k



As preatly disliked was the fact that onc left his °
which was considered detribalising oneself and ffentl:' a-=ins

Embu traditions which demonded that one %¢ iz his beme &%1 7% - %y
at least ot wnights, unlesd onc had gore redding cor o ~ore kneown
missicns. Actually there were tabncs and ceremenies whie’ cou’d not
be dene if one was not at home, Iideed, when the Isbqur Ister came
back teo Embu after 2 long stny, «ach had to he cleimwsad ritnally
befare jeining his familv!

Depsite these, the chiefs foreed the wen to oo for the foreed
Izhour. One reason was thoat whan they want ~ut, they brought home
some rupees which wee paid for taxes snd saved the grats., Put the
main reason wee that the chief could oot question the DC's ovderg,
and s the labour had tn eo. The chicfe were, =28 informents agree,
too vigﬁinus for many to dedpe the lobour. Censequenily, the DC dn
1911—12‘ could recerd supply of lohour ircreased steadily and the
District (Embu) becamc one of the prinecinsl roeruitine ficrlds in the
prntectnratﬁ2§ The same source, in 1918, veeovded thet during the
war little labour went cut to work or shorbas but the natives ~f the
District (Erbu) responded well te the eall for woluntecrs for the
carvier corps (my 1ta11cs)2§ The credit for voluntaryor willinones
to join tﬁcse enterprises is wnonimously piven te the chis and their
rvetinue; as evaen the DC vefy well knew, but the official  .ecords had
to be written in = way that woeld appeal to the publ” “=don dn
Britair and the world.

When cme was cailad upen to pay his trxes or go ¢ the foreed
labcour and refusné or showed seme reluetosnee, the chief . —-atinue, who
engineered most of the trouble oven bafore they teld the chief, would
be orrdered to arrcst the parson and eomfiscate his preoperty, mostly
in the form of livestrck., At times, livestock wes confiscatsd just
becasue the chief and his retinmue coveted geme animols ir the hord.
These animnls - bulls,( ho=poats oy Tams -~ would be consumed as
penaltias laﬁer. At cther times, an arrestazd persen would be cvdered
to pay exorbitent penalties for an allepsd miseonduet, without any

rr-al. Paflure to rey the penalties or in addition to the renalties,



¥hich most pecple cruld net pay and”grnssly resentad thds vnfolirness.
it wons soom di’f:;)pﬁé’ €a Rg.6)= Bvsfently, = Jdvametic mesterpicce of
confusicn. Uptc 1923 and »~ fow yenrs later, the rate was ‘etabilized®
to six rupees wunderstendily, the chicfs mesged aﬁnﬁci with the
collection. Mest did not cnllegt the richt rates ealled for arme
ccllected lees while cthers ecllacted mere frnm.iheif loenlities. .But
it is generally ogreed that mest demanded mﬂre>thrnugh their retinus
th=n the vipght rates sc that the chief and his.retinue could hand over
the right amount tc the DC and retgin the surplus feor their own uses,
especially before the period of Repistration. Du2 te these abuses,
the DC oround 1911-13 was fnrcéd‘tn go 'on pafori' and eellect thé
tazes frem the people 2ot every chief's guarters. The chicf summomed
his people in advance. The DC comsequently tocﬂtdeé;

Tax nn the wheole is difficult to ecollect, extremely

SO INeessocese Parts of Emherre (sic) ond Embu. The

pecple zre not rich and it is douhitful whether

nany of them weuld have prasped the prinqiplc;

of taration?3,
With this confused rates and eccllection éystem or lsck of svstem, it
was ot » wonder te find chscs like: “A minor independent chief colled
Jarmeezi (sic) was deposed for embezzling but tex mon;y......zé

‘When lsabourers werc required fér government projécts or, private

onee -~ like settiesrs - outside Erbu, tha chin.fs were iven their
"quotas’ of contributicon t~ the labour to be recruited. The echicfs
had simply to cbey witheut questicning the DC's ovder an' provide the
mumber recded.  The labour eentributed went te work in sisal, ﬁaize
and rubber plantaticns situsted in modern encstal ~rea 1ike Vni:ﬂnd
Mazeras. Later thoy went to work in ceffee plantations of white
settlers in ¥ikuyu léhd and served in the Carrier Crrps in 1917--18
in Tanganyikn. The pecple detested forcné Jabour cenernlly becnusae
of the long journevs made rn feet under difficult c;nditinns 1like
climate. Fond in lsbour orvens wes very unlike their traditional
dishegs 2nd the nature of work {itself, like cutting sissl, was 2n

exppriencé they Aid ant like,
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Herd, ' These animals - bulls, he-goeats or rams would be-consume

~without any trail, - Failure to_pay the penalties or in addition

- D) b

-
£

@s greatly diliked was the fact that one 1left his home for mon

which was conéidered detribalising oneself and greatly against

Empu traditions which demanded that one be in his home all thro
at least at nights, unless one had gone raiding or on some kiown
missions, Actually there were taboos and ceremonies which could

_not be done_if one was not at home., Indeed, when the labour lat

came back to Embu, after a long stay, each had to be:cleansed ri
before joining his family,

- Despite these, the chiefs forced the man to go for the forc
Labour, One reason was that when they went out, they brought ho
-some. rupees which werepaid for tak%es and saved the goats, But
.Jmain reason was that the ehief could not question the DC's -order
and so the Labour had to go, The Chiefs were, as informants ag
too vigorous for many to dodge the Lbour,  Consequently, the
DC in 1911= 12 could record supply -of labour increased steadily 4
the Distfi&f (Embu) became one of the Principal recriting fields
the protectorate. The same source, in 1918, recorded that durin
the .war 1ittle labour went-out to work on Shambas but the Nativej
of the District (Embu) responded well to the.eall for veluntary
or willingness -to” join these enterprises is unanimously given =
to the chiefs-and their routine, as even the DC very well knew,
‘the official reeords had te be written in a way that would appea
To-the public opinion in Britain and the World.

* VWhen one ‘was called upon to pay his tawes or go for the fo
labour and-refused or showed-some reluctance, the chiefs routine,
who engineered most of the trouble even before they told the chi
would be ordered to-arrest the person and confiscate his prope
mostly in the form of livestock, At times, livestock was. confis
Just because the chief and his retinue coveted some animals in

as penalties later. At other times, an arrested perosn would- be
ordered to pay exorbitant penalties for an alleged misconduct,

the Penalties or in addition to the penalties, the victim covld

be subjected to severe punishments devised by the chiefs retirue

- Sl



T.is is one uathed that the chiefs »f the time used 2 acqu ‘& more
wives than their social and eccnomic status would have 2llowed under
normal circumstonces. Indeed it is held thot srme of these evils like
‘sale’ of daughter and tax.for widows were mot rectified until Harry
Thuku's political times in early 1920s, the ecredit, however, is g;tven
to the Kikuyu Central Association (KCA) of 1ot 1920s.

As the chiefs powers were growing and establishing ;themselves
as the new authority and leadership in Embu, the traditional bodies
discussed earlier were losing their hold. Tho ancient Nthuke wns,
as expected, opposed to the new regime. Cnnseguently, Maruagacuthe,
leader was silenccd.  The Nthuke memhers were oppesed strnnglg to the
conduct of the new leaders, the chiefs, consequently, the chinfs
urdermined it .and discredited its activiiies to ~the whitenmn. The
Church #%rined chiefs and the adminisctrators. Thr-:. Church was nppnsed
to the Nthuke  taboos and customs, especially over oath~taking,

traditional wership ceremonies and the sacred poves. The Nthuke was

-given no.'chance te perferm its functions. Indeed it wes barred even

from - its Nduike ceremenies. Cemsequently, in early 1920, the Nthuke
wes ecither fwp submergsed in the background of Evbu 1life of almost
dead. Its renl death actunrlly ceme in 1940s.

The  claons still held some a2uthority nvf:rthéir members, and the
govermment recognised this. But those whose membershin was scattered
in wide areas cof Erbu were denied their previocus freeder of movement
and hence begnn developing‘ sectional independence. Trey gradually
lost contact of cach cother and only came together verrs rarely when
therce were land issues. Gradually still, they had to have their land
issues cettled in new courts of law., In these, the fcund concents

that they d4id nct anpreve of but had te try and crpe. The clons,

‘however, heléd themselves up werkly until the post—emergency land

consclidation and- demarcz:tim cf 1958-61. At this time, they rallied

" strongly together te claim more lands from their neighbours. After

the demarcation they cost meanimng  due to individunl ocwnership of land

as opposed to the pre—-cclonial and colenial elen ownershin.



The Njama, needless to reiterate died suddenly with its warvior system
when the surrender of arms was done at Gatituuri (Npciri). The Ciama,
however, tried te persist and the govermment recognised their role
and in 1914,
These councils were vecognised by the gpovernment and f,ive
certain poOWErS..cceensas Thé Kizma is comp¢5ed of elders
who are the fathers of : ;ne or more circumcised
_childrenis........ The chief function of the ccuncil is to
~hear and adjudicate on civil and claims between natives;
th(;y also havg criminz=l powers but the ﬁhnle idenl of
criminal lqyris sniforgigg tq&the pﬁfivé m;pd that
these pdwers are.;grgly it e?gr egerci;edéé :
Before allowing the Kiama to ‘;hear_ Lan.d Aadj‘udicatg, :the Rritish had
built 2 jail and breought warders in Embu és early as 1907. What
surprised the Embu about  the new leyal system, a part from the
criminal idea, was then the fect that instead of payiny the
traditional penalties, people were sentAinto this jail - they called
it secvrnfully, Munyororn, the ehain.:/ Even with Kiama, however, the
chiefs were supreme. At times they sat with the Kiema and influenced
decisions while they were considered traditionally qualified to give
any verdicts. Imndeed, a chief had power to commif an alleged nffender
directly tc prison withcut trinl, especially before the povernment
recogmised the traditicnal Kiama. Another peoint of disappeintment
here is that the membership the govermment allowed for tie Kiama were
at times not aé%ptable'to the Ewbu. That is why, even as late as
1620, some wculd: not trust that the Kizma could solve their
diffexences with :po‘ehief and resulted tc the traditicnal curses -
effectively — as reported by'sabetva127.
Following the abé}«ie principle and the méel rf the Kiama kia
: Ngoﬁg, the fpvernnent put‘up theirs that was to git at Karue, near
the surrender place, in v1916 or 1917. But this Kism2 was much
addicted te btibery and absurd types of corruptic since fts membership
cculd .nnt match its traditicnal counterpart. At, this stage, the

people had learnt to report their grievances to the DC. The
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gt;eﬁances of this were reported. Hence the DC, in his 1922 resport
could wfite:

No event of importance oecurred during the year other than
an indignation meeting held et Karue demanding the dismissal
of the Kiama2§
It was actually Hinisved 208 ke reported:
“Early in the year at the eatnest‘fequcét of the chicfs and
people the old Embuy i&ﬁma ﬁhich held sittings at Karue'’ss
was disscvled on accqﬁﬁi cf corruption and oppressicn, A
new Kioma wee elected, » Kisma house was built at Esbu
, station and nonﬁh!’ sittings held2? .
The Kiama sat herc until 1924 when the Local iative Council was formed
to sit in Embhu. The =abowve Kiannlin turn transferred its seat to
Nambure, the present ¥urue/Gaturi locational centre. The Kisma later
moved to Rumyenje's, the Embu Divisional Centre where it still seats.

Judped from the Enbu eyéé, by early 1920s, the chiefs and all
that pertained tc them were cérfnpt, oppressive and British stooges
who stood on the way of Embu's pingtess and tried to enrich themselves
at the expenéé of their fellow Embuy. This iz illustrated by a song
composed by the embu cf the Ngandori, Murue and Kapaari that cﬁrsed
chief Kagane at Kapaari as the téptésentative‘of chiefs their retinue.
The same sonp prais Doctor Crawford, Ciugitaari, for his oood medical
work and support of the Embu agzinst the chiefs; Hrwever, a few
’chiefs were fully accepted and were by then doing rach from the
progress of their areas. '

Judred freom the eyes of fhe vhiteman, especially after listening
to the cries cf the people, his conclusion ﬁas ﬁof much far from the
Embu judgement. A few situatiéng From the official records will help
tc convey thié. About Kiriamiti; the one regarded as the paramount
chief of Embu and Hﬁeete, fhe tecnids read: |

RIRIAMITI WA NGDYO (NGUU). No. of hut.......701

Division..ccceseve. Pube (Rue or Ruwe)




History
The stupid drunken, lazy, old chief of Central Emhbu. He was salaried

zbcut twoe years after the Embu station wos started at Rs.60/= per
vensenm, having been made considembly more imprrtwntl*he DC., Mr.
(ilkson. He proved very unsatisfactory, however, being stupid and.
h%h addicted ;o- ‘tembo' (beer). . The latter failinz has led him on
s€Wgral occassions to do most outregecus acts such as heating
Government Meran f®%F no. reason, for which he hes, »n various
occassions been fil%. In 1909, nearly half his salary was with held
for various reasens, and in 1910, it was reduced to Rs.40/=...... In
Junt 1910, he suddenly raided his neighbour Jamweza ({sic) for no
" particular reason. Jamweza referred the matter tco the DC., ¥r., Eanyon
Slancy whe fined Kiriamiti Rs.200/=.
Latet, Kiriamiti was depesed beczuse he was incapable of ruling
any lpnger 2nd replaced ﬁy Ngondi, one of his leadipg retaziner.
Kathendu wa Njue was alsc appointed chief and salaried ot RBs.40/=.to

be reduced later to Rs.30/=. About Kangoce, the social outcast of

Kieni, the Records Read:

KANGOSHO  Divisior - EATPUNGURI
History
Kanposhs was ar incapahle ond drunken chisf whe has beca -he cougen

~f frequent trouble. (He was deposed in 1909 by Az. DO., MYy Picent

iflie

3

and  replaced by KANTHAWA)., The latter, Kanthaws wer o complete
failure and later in the veeor, Kengoshe was reappcintedeeeveeecsss
He was wunsatisfactsry, Lkowever; and has requirad frnr_\: mt vigiting
and 'threatening; te keep him at worke........ His country wes
patrelled in September, 1910 by the DC and half -~ comary F.A.R., In
Jaruary, 1211, he was se unpopular and usslese that e peenle with
chief Kapane apnealed....... to eleet Munyaka,; which vas deme.

CHOMBA WA KIBERU S

Histoxy

Quite hopzless. In 1910 he lost hut tax boeck, hawving hidlen it in
“1

S z
-b2 hush and forgotten where he put it. His peopl: had heen "mdvignd!

te choose ~nothor ana.



iURanU - Succeeded Nyaki who had been depasad by Reddie on being
suspected a8 a wizard, proved unsatisfactory both to the povérnment
aad his pecple who in- 1911 cused him on covarting tax to hiec own
use‘and asked for his deposition.

IWEA WA THUMO (ITRIMU) - KIRANGANO

History
Is an unobstructive pleésant> =~ meopered chiefi..... ~ In 1912 the

2ople of the Headman..... attackZd and diove. away a soverrmeni hut

)

tax collector for which they weve punished. Durding 1913, Mwea
deteriorated somewhat, becoming fatter, lazier and mere stupid than
formerly.

The ebove 15 the plcture of majority of the chiefe one cets nffer
soing through the British Records. Ancther visw of this nicture is
provided by records of very few chiefs, for instence the one helows
YABUTHI WA KUTHERURA (KUTHATHURA) No. of urits.......271 Diviseion
Haruriri.

57

Histe Ty

A capable minor Embu chief, enterprising but talkative. Poys tax very
well, generally being the f£irct to, finish in the distriet from 1911

tn 1913 ¥abuthi's influence ineresssd considerably.

Oral tradition contradicts this and allegce thot he was verv strict,
that is why, becawse he was greatly fezved, his peenle pzid their
taexes very early. However, he was preferrad te most ¢ icfs by the
Embu.,

Upto the early 1920s then, the.chiéfs30 judged from Loth the Embu
and whiteman®s point of view were far £rom perfect, probzbly beceuse
chieftanishin wes a fnrciﬂr ideaology cf isadership in Embu., However,
the Whiteman's uthorggy hﬂr» kcn root in 1920 quite f£irmlv thrcouch
this confusion and his taet of dividing the country inte numeroug sub-
divisions; Aftor implaé%ing his influsnce in the land, thn Whitenan
gradually ijeinad these subudivisions and‘dﬂpcsﬁd gome of rhir chiefs
anding with relatively few and na nnpwa“lp chicfs and by 194fis, only

rhe fouy traditional nolirical Adviaginre sviernd ac Tarntdrnn mam-tao.
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Hgandori; Murue/Gaturi, Kapaari and Kieni under only feur chiefs

It dis fair therefore tc conclude that 211 the traditicnal
authority and leadership wera either er the verpe »>f death or dead
by 1923 and the gerersl pattern of the authbrity and leadership in
today Embuland had fully fermed by that yesr. Teday all  the
traditions have disappearsd lesvirg those breught by colorialism
rerammnt., Single pewveng hewe been acwapted 2z jodeges onereting o
western  tvpe of justice while chiefs and sub-chiefs man  the
admindisetration as individusl leaders and punrdians of authoriecy. Chiefrrntshic

;

indeed; came te stay and has implanted itself n2g firmly as if it woere

indigenous.

T
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FOOTNOTES

This border, drawn by the British after the colohisation
of Embu is disputed by the Embu who state that in 1890s
their borderiwith the Chuka was somewhere near Kibugua
Madiet of tofayy  Thded@: the Kieui Chier appofoted in
ﬁ906 over the Embu of the area built his headquarter by
Modern Karandini, on the Thuci side of today's Chukaland,

The Embu/Mbeere border was altered several times by the
British for ‘Administrative convinience' and is today an

Issue of hot dispute between the Embu and the Mbeere which

~is not settled.

Maher, Colin, Spil Ergsion and Land Utilization in_ the Fmbu

Reserve, Part 1+ Mairobi, 1938, D5

Embu District Record book in Kenya National Archives,

Nairobi 1917,

Embu District Record Boeok, 1 bid. 1918,

© Embu Administretive Annual Report 1969.

The man in 'Office!' at any time was termed Mutia, 'the

honoured one' and remained in power = for life, When the

- British came to Embu land, the Office was held by the

Mutia called Gacogo.

- Gacogo's son , Rwandoro, tried to function after his father

but was not successful due to religion - Political

pressure from the Brltlsh that worked agalnst hlm. Gacogo's
father was Karalru, the son of NJokera, all who are
remembered as haV1ng been very effective in the Office, The

family 1ive somewhere in Kyenl and belonged to the Klna

Clan.
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12,

13.

140 ;

15.

_its 'handover' cercmony about 1580 in Embu, Since most

?Embu/Mbeefeland until the coming of the British who fturned

them to Meru, at least administratively.

" Saberwal, Satish, The Traditional Political System of the

Only two other persons rose to p031tlons of ‘individual
1eaders in Embu, These were Irerl wa Irug1 and Mwendamwem“
who were . great tribal . prophets -~ as was Mbogo wa Kirangi n
Mbeere, However, they could only prophesy and had no

powers of excuting their prophecies.

The oldest Nthuke named in Embu was called Gumba after the
aborlglnes of Modern Embu land, Yet, there‘was the

Gumba's predecessor callaleumbaaKaguku, which gérformed

evidence indicates that the Embu migrmmts or it evolved

as fhe first migrants arrived.

Embuland alone had over 35 sacred groves belonging to the
Nthuke in 1996,

This system of two Nthuke divisions Nyangi and Mbithmulel, the
latter being the Kimanthi/Thathi,

In Mwéa, théy’went to perform by the-éacred gooves

called Njauri and Mbonjuki.

Chuka/Tharaka land had the most regarded set of sacred grove

in Igambang'ombe area., This area was by then regarded as

Embu of Central Kenya. E.A.P.H., Nairobi 1970 pp., 62-63. |

The Ngome was a long half=-tubular metaivring worn on the
right hand migdle finger as a badge 6f'authority by the ”
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22,

25,
24,

25.
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27.

28,
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+e.This has since the oJérshadowed the proper name \ .

"Gétituuri'andrfhe name:;emdins popularly the C.C.M.

and its sigasbody had inscriptions.that remind the Embu,
and teach those who were not born, of this bitter episode,

In Kiembu and English translation, inscriptions read:

C.C.M., NGUIRE SCHOOL
COKIA NGO RETURN-OUR - SHIELDS <}
NA s i AND ;
MATUMU METU SPEARS |
(Kiembu) (English)
e, T :

*From two photographsytook in 1967,
of late, the spelling has been corrected to Ngo-ire, the

Roman Catholi¢ Orthography for Ngo-iri,

Interview, Mugambi, Wambiro (Mrs) 17/8/67. For more
details on Nguiko, See Mwaniki, H.S.K. 'The Impact of
British Rule in Embu: 1906-1923. Opt. Cit.pp 48-49.

Embu Political Records, Part 111 in Kenya National Archieves,
Nairobi, File DC/EBU 3/2 circular M.P. No, 2516/08 of June
11, 1910 on *AIM OF CHARGING TAX' signed by W.J. Monson,

Secretary.

Embu Political Records, Opt, Cit. p. 8
Embu Political Records, Opt, Cit,

Embu Political Records, 1 Bid., P.89
Embu District Record Book, p. 103.

Saberwal, S., The Political system of the Embu of Central

Kenya. Opt., cit. p. 72-73.
Embu District Record book, Opt. cit. 1922, This 'Indignation
meeting' is acclaimed to have resulted into physical explusion

of the Kiama Members.
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18,

19.

20,

Footnotes

3

thesa saorifices were effered, Kangoco and his boy ate

For a detailed Traditional Embu, where traditional
institutions and their functions are discussed, seek Mwaniki
H.S.K, 'A political History of the Embu to 1906", An

M.A. Disertation University of Nairobi,vi973.

Informants describe him as a giant of>a man who had
larger 'breasts' than those of a woman sﬁckling a baby.
His Skin cloak frdm only ome Calf skins sewn together
wheets Mozt made tThoir cioaks from only one Calf-Skin,
Given a Camp~chair to sit on by the Whiteman, it broke
under his massive weight., Given a metal one;rsome say
it also broke, OThers claim theat it sunk inko the grousd,

again under his weight.

Kangoco it is held had taught a Mbeere boy to be trying

like a god at nights'demandihg‘sacrificuial goats, When :

the god's share, This, when discovered, was considered H

great saculege and the two were condemned to death.

Ciira, Silas Kiondo, Interview August 1967. TFor detailed
information about the surrender of the Embu and the Surrenq
of arms, see Mwaniki, H,S.K. “The impact of the British Ri
on Embu, 1906-1923%, Unpublished ms, with the History |

Department Univérsity of Nairobi, 1968. pp 28-34.

To the Embu Ngo, shield was tantamount to the weapons of L
a wayrrior, ihen the weapons were sent at Gatituuri, peoplg'

kept on.referring to the place as 'where the shields are!

or Ngoiri, in Kiembu, This has since the overshadowed the}
proper name Gatituuri and the name remains popularly the

C.C.M, and its sign body has inscriptions that remind thelp



Footnotes

29,

30.

Embu District Record Book, Opt. cit 1923, The new elected

Kiama was the Kiama Cia Iti, 'of seats' that sat in the

house of Mirangi., From this time on, it is reported that

grieved pergons or parties would report their grievances
to the D,C. directly, ever if it meant the displeasure of
their Chiefs, Examplies are given by the then 'Mission
Boys' like Paul Gatema, William Njuguna and Petereo Gacewa,
all of who were in 1960s still alive and who wouid report
even the accepted chief Kabuthi., The Administration also
seems to have 1istenéd more sympathetically to the
missionary views on these chiefs and their conducts and

consequently took steps.

Although the records called more 'Minor chiefs! Sub chiefs!
*Herdmen' and merely ‘'Chiefs', the Embu made no difference
as to who was who, All were regarded as Chiefs and treated

as such,

In 1967, the lower - Gaturi and Ngandori were cut-off from
their Mother locations forming, 'Mbeti location' when
added to a Portion of Mbeere land. The 1980r have also

seen Kieni subedivided into two locations,

17th February, 1992
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