Abstract

This paper reviews various irrigation technologies in both South Africa and Kenya that enable
improvements in their socio-economic conditions. The two countries are located in semi-arid
areas that experience extreme fluctuations in the availability of rain water for plant growth.
Population growth exceeds the ability to produce food in numerous countries around the world
and the two countries are not an exception. This experiment examined the constraints that
farmers face and the role of government and nongovernmental organization in the uptake of
modern technologies for irrigation. Detailed mechanisms and options to secure sustainable
irrigation which are economically viable are considered. Despite the higher production of cereals
and grains, fruits, and flowers also thrive in the two countries. Total irrigated area, crops grown

and irrigation systems used in the two countries are discussed.



