Abstract

Introduction: Helminthic infections caused by soil-transmitted helminths (STH) and
schistosomes are among the most prevalent afflictions of humans who live in areas of
poverty. An operational research was undertaken in 5 villages of Kwale County during a pilot
control programme which included both the adults and school going children. Willingness of
community members to participate in the treatment as well as in the research is critical. A
cross sectional study sought to determine factors influencing community participation in
control and related operational research and assess the treatment coverage for urogenital

schistosomiasis and hookworms in rural villages of Kwale County.

Methods: cross-sectional survey utilized quantitative and qualitative methods of data
collection. A total of 220 households were recruited and household heads interviewed.
Bivariate analysis was used to test association between different independent and dependent
factors. Multivariate analysis was done using binary logistic regression to control for
confounders and effect modification. Qualitative data was transcribed, coded and analyzed

thematically.

Results: religion and levels of income were significantly (P =0.04 and P = 0.026
respectively) associated with participation in the research and control programme, history of
ever suffering from schistosomiasis and intestinal worms was found to be significantly (P =
0.008) associated with participation in the research. The study established that 82% (178) of
the respondents received treatment for urogenital schistosomiasis and hookworms and 67%
(146) of the respondents had participated in the research.

Conclusion: this information will be useful in promoting health, enhancing learning and
behaviour changes which will lead to increased community participation in similar disease

control.



