Abstract

The main aim of the study was to examine the influence of socio economic factors on the
adoption of Integrated Natural Resource Management (INRM) technologies that could restore
soil fertility. INRM bridges the gap between high external input agriculture and extreme forms of
traditional low external input agriculture. The main components of INRM in Ndhiwa division are
chemical fertilizer, animal manure, green manure, stover lines and agro forestry. However the
adoption of these technologies appears to be low resulting to probably the low production. It is
not understood well why farmers who rely on agriculture for their livelihoods, either do not
adopt or adopt the technologies and then abandon. An ex-post-facto survey design which utilized
both qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection was used in the study. For
quantitative data collection, a sample of 220 small scale farmers selected using systematic
random sampling from the small scale farmers in the Division were engaged. For qualitative
data, 40 small scale farmers and 37 Key Informants selected using purposive sampling from the
division were used. Results of the study indicated that households education status, gender,
access to credit and membership in social groups were important variables which had positively
and significantly influenced adoption of INRM technologies. The overall finding of the study
underlined the high importance of institutional support in the areas of extension, strengthening
social groups and improving market and credit condition to enhance adoption of INRM
technologies. The study will be significant to planners, policy makers, researchers, extension and
farmers to build the case for interventions on INRM within the development sector for improved
and sustainable agriculture and rural development.



