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Abstract: With the fast growing research and applications of graphene in photonics, understanding its 

properties and their correlation over broad spectral range is essential. The study presented herein is an analysis 

of optical conductivity and absorbance of chemical vapour deposition (CVD) single layer graphene (SLG). 

Optical transmittance measurements of the SLG module were performed over photon energy range from near-

ultraviolet (NUV, 300 nm) to near-infrared (NIR, 2500 nm) spectral regions. For photon wavelengths between 

380 and 750 nm, graphene yielded an average transmittance of 97.6% with a maximum transparence peak of 

98.3% at 710 nm wavelength. These results compares favorably with the reported theoretical ( )T    of 97.7%. 

Arguably, the numerical value of optical conductivity,  for SLG (expressed in terms of universal optical 

conductivity, o ), equates to the absorbance (in units of  ). Within the visible region, / o  = 1.04, which 

shows a close approximation of  to o . However, within the NIR and NUV, this approximation of   

disappears, where its value decreases sharply with energy in the NUV region. This behavior of the optical 

conductivity approximating to the universal optical conductivity may be explained in terms of the contributions 

from inter-band and intra-band transitions. 
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I. Introduction 
Graphene is an atomically thin, two-dimensional (2D) carbon material with fascinating optoelectronic 

properties arising from its zero-energy band gap electronic structure [1]. Electrons through the material hop with 

minimal scattering and at very high velocity (Fermi velocity) of 
61 10 /m s  [2]. The electronic properties of 

graphene exhibit linear dispersion of energy and momentum near the Fermi energy and therefore can be 

modeled in terms of relativistic massless Dirac Fermions [3]. Light-matter interaction in graphene is predicted to 

exhibit a simple optical absorption spectrum in the Vis-to-IR spectral range and with an absorbance of 

2.3%   independent of frequency [4-7], where 2 1/137e c    is the fine structure constant,   is the 

reduced Planck’s constant and c  is the finite speed of light. The universal absorbance of graphene is equivalent 

to frequency-independent optical sheet conductivity given by, 
2 2o e h   [8]. 

 

Previous studies have suggested that the optical sheet conductivity of graphene arises from chiral resonance in 

which, upon absorption of a light photon, a particle-antiparticle pair is created [9]. 

The optical conductance of SLG is defined by the sum of the contributions of the intra-band 
*( )   and inter-

band 
*( )   transitions (Equation 1) [10, 12]: 

* *   
  

 
    (1) 

These transitions can be represented as shown in figure 1. The 
*  transitions are high energy transitions 

involving short wavelengths (<150 nm) and do not fall in the UV-Vis range, while the 
*  are low energy 

transitions occurring in the UV-Vis region hence can be observed.  

 

For the 
*  transitions, optical conductance can be represented as a complex number (Equation 2): 

ir i* 
   (2) 

Where r  and i  represent the real and imaginary optical conductance of graphene modeled using theoretical 

conductivity curves predicted by non-interacting linear response theory [12, 13]. 
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Figure 1: Intra-band and inter-band transitions at different energy levels [11] 

 

For incident photon of 550 nm   at room temperature (T = 300K), r  and i  have been estimated to be 

01.016r   and 0i   hence * o 
 


  [12]. Further reports also indicate that, the energy gap between 

*   bands is 6 eV  [14]. Since this energy gap is larger than the energies of the photons in the visible 

range, the *   transitions majorly result in a phase shift of optical waves that pass through the graphene 

sample and thus contribute only to dispersion. And since the thickness of few layer graphene (FLG) is much 

smaller than the wavelength of the incident photons in the visible range, the phase shift observed is usually 

minimal and therefore negligibly treated [14, 15]. The relation between transmittance ( )T   and the optical 

conductivity ( )  for SLG [8, 16-18] is given by: 

 
2

1( ) 1 2 ( ) /T c  


     (3) 

Equation (3) can also be expressed as: 

1

4
( ) 1 ( )T

c


  

 
  
 

   (4) 

which upon rearrangement translates to: 

 1 1 ( )
4

c
T 


      (5) 

where, 1 ( ) ( )T A      is the absorbance [12, 19]. 

 

From the UV-Vis-NIR spectrophotometer measurements [20, 21], optical absorbance (A) is related to the 

transmittance (T) and reflectance (R) data by the expression: 

1A T R       (6) 

Therefore, optical conductivity 1( )   of SLG [10] can be expressed as: 

1( )
4

c
A 


     (7) 

This optical conductivity  1( )    can also be expressed in terms of the universal optical conductivity, 

which takes form of a ratio as given by Equation (8): 
2

4 2
o

c e
A

h

 



  
   
   

   (8) 

This gives: 
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  or    
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e



  

 
  

 
   (9) 

 

In this work, analysis of optical conductivity for CVD grown SLG, in the spectral range from NUV 

(300 – 380 nm) [22] through the Vis (380 - 750 nm) to NIR (750 - 2500 nm) [23] regions is reported. We show 

that, within the visible range, the   approaches the universal conductivity. In the extremes of NIR and NUV, 

the optical conductivity is minimal. This study is aimed at advancing the novel photonics and optoelectronics 

applications of SLG and its derivatives. 
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II. Materials and methods 
Single layer graphene module (#Y060515, USA) synthesized through chemical vapour deposition 

(CVD) and transferred on Fluorine-doped Tin Oxide (FTO) substrate via poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA) 

technique was used. The thicknesses and quality of the SLG samples were determined using Raman 

Spectroscopy (Renishaw Ramascope) [1]. Investigation of optical properties was done using UV-Vis-NIR 

spectrophotometer (SolidSpec 3700). Transmission and reflection spectra were measured and analyzed between 

300 - 2500 nm in 1 nm steps. From the spectrophotometer, optical transmittance, T(%)
 
and reflectance R(%) of 

bare FTO substrate and of the SLG on FTO (SLG/FTO) were obtained and recorded. 

 

III. Results and discussion 
Our spectrophotometer measurements for the optical transmittance, T(%) plotted against wavelength 

from NUV to NIR spectral region are as shown in Figure 2. The spectra for both SLG/FTO and bare FTO show 

a very high transparency within the visible and NIR spectral regions. The transmittance of SLG/FTO reached a 

value of 76.7% in the visible domain, which is very functional for photovoltaic applications. Towards the NUV 

region, it dropped significantly with the value reaching zero in the NIR at lowest energy. This is in agreement 

with the results reported by Kim et al. [24].  
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Figure 2: Measured transmittance spectra of bare FTO substrate and SLG/FTO vs. wavelength from NUV to 

NIR spectral region showing high transmittance occurring within the visible and NIR region. Inset: 

corresponding reflectance (%) spectra. 

 

Using equation (5), the absorbance, A(%) of SLG was determined from the difference between the 

absorbance of FTO and SLG/FTO. This absorbance was plotted against energy within the NIR (0.50 - 1.66 eV), 

Visible (1.66 - 3.27 eV), and NUV (3.27 - 4.14 eV) spectral regions as shown in Figure 3.  
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Figure 3: Optical absorption spectra SLG from NIR to NUV energy region showing an absorbance of 2.4% (red 

line) in visible spectrum slightly above the theoretical opacity of 2.3% ( ) (blue line). Inset: Optical 

transmittance profile for the SLG sample with transmittance of 98.3% in the visible region. 
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The optical absorbance was found to increase with energy. Specifically, within the NIR region, 

absorbance has a maximum absorption peak of 2.9% at 1.28 eV and 3.5% in the visible region where the 

average absorbance is 2.4%, a value slightly higher than the reported value of 2.3% [4-7]. Within the NUV 

region, absorbance decreased from 3.5% peak to almost zero towards the high-energy region (at 4.14 eV). 

Moreover, optical absorption within the spectrum was dominated by constant peak fluctuations especially in the 

visible region. This higher absorption of 2.4% in the visible region and the observed peak fluctuations can be 

attributed partly to surface contamination of the samples during the experiments and partly to apparatus signal-

to-noise ratio, which was somehow high over the whole spectrum. 

 

According to equation (9), a plot of the optical conductivity expressed in terms of the universal optical 

conductivity, / o   (Figure 4) generally increases with photon energy within the spectrum. In the low energy 

region (NIR), / 1o    at an average value of 0.62, while for the visible region, the average value is 1.04. 

However, within the NUV region, this value increased to a peak of 1.54 at ~3.3 eV, then dropped sharply. 

Generally, for SLGs, o/   is reported to increase with photon energy [13, 25-27]. 

 

To understand the trends in optical absorbance (Figure 3), we related the optical conductivity in units of 

universal conductivity (equation 8) to the optical absorbance in units of  . 

Since 
2

1

2

hc

e 
  

Thus, equation (9) can be expressed as: 

1

o
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   (10) 
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Figure 4: A comparison of optical conductivity, / o   and absorbance of SLG as a function of photon energy 

from NIR to NUV using our experimental data (red), extracted data Fei et al. [26] (black) and Chang et al. [13] 

(blue). Within the visible range, the value of / 1o   . The right scale shows that the absorbance of SLG in 

units of   is in the same range as the optical conductivity in terms of the universal optical conductivity. 

 

Within the visible region, our SLG experimental optical conductivity value was 1.04 and compares to 

the reported value of 0.9 [26]. Since the absorption coefficient of SLG is proportional to   within the visible 

region, its universality is in agreement with the theoretical expectations where, / 1o    as reported [8, 12, 

18]. This universality has been associated to the existence of density of states (DOS) as discussed extensively 

[26, 27] and ceases beyond the visible region where / o   increases rapidly [26]. Our results, however, show a 

decrease in / o   to almost zero in NUV region hence showing non-universality of  . This may be 

contributed by the intra-band transitions.  
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IV. Conclusion 
In summary, we provide that, UV-Vis-NIR spectrophotometer is valid for studying graphene and 

determining its optical conductivity. When   is expressed in terms of universal optical conductivity, o , its 

numerical value is equivalent to the optical absorbance value (in units of  ). By comparing our experimental 

results for optical conductivity and theoretically values, we show that, in the visible region, universality of    

exists with    . Within the NIR and NUV region, the universality of   disappears. This work reveals 

more aspects of graphene optical properties, and gives inspiration for more effective detection and analysis of 

graphene in the IR and UV region. 

 

Acknowledgments 
We thank Mr. B.J.M Muthoka, a Physics technologist at Chiromo campus of the University of Nairobi, for his 

technical support during UV-Vis-NIR spectrophotometer data acquisition. 

 

References 
[1]. A.H. Castro, F. Guinea, N.M.R. Peres, K.S. Novoselov, and A.K. Geim, The electronic properties of graphene, Review of Modern 

Physics, 81(1), 2009, 109-162. 

[2]. K.S. Novoselov, A.K. Geim, S.V. Morozov, D. Jiang, Y. Zhang, S.V. Dubonos, I.V. Grigorieva, and A.A. Firsov, Electric field 

effect in atomically thin carbon films, Science, 306, 2004, 666–669. 

[3]. P.R. Wallace, The band theory of graphite, Physical Review, 71 (9), 1947, 622-634. 

[4]. Gusynin, V. P., Sharapov, S. G. and Carbotte, J. P., Unusual microwave response of Dirac quasiparticles in graphene, Physical 

Review Letters, 96, 2006, 256802. 

[5]. N.M.R. Peres, F. Guinea, and A.H Castro Neto, Electronic properties of disordered two-dimensional carbon, Physical Review B 73, 

2006, 125411. 

[6]. D.S.L. Abergel, and V.I. Fal’ko, Optical and magneto-optical far-infrared properties of bilayer graphene, Physical Review B 75, 

2007, 155430. 

[7]. M. Koshino, and T. Ando, Magneto-optical properties of multilayer graphene, Physical Review, B 77, 2008, 115313. 

[8]. B. Kuzmenko, E. vanHeumen, F. Carbone, D. vanderMarel, Universal Optical Conductance of Graphite. Physical Review Letters, 

100, 2008, 117401. 

[9]. E.G. Mishchenko, and B.I Halperin, Transport equations for a two-dimensional electron gas with spin-orbit interaction. Physical 

Review, B 68, 2003, 045317. 

[10]. K.F. Mak, L. Ju, F. Wang, and F.T Heinz, Optical spectroscopy of graphene: From the far infrared to the ultraviolet, Solid State 

Communications, 152, 2012, 1341-1349. 

[11]. F.M. Sanda, M.E. Victor, T.A. Monica, and C. Alina, Hungery-Romania Cross-Border Co-operation Prgramme 2007-2013 (Internal 

Report, 2012). http://www.huro-cbc.eu/. 

[12]. T. Stauber, M.R. Peres, and A.K. Geim, Optical conductivity of graphene in the visible region of the spectrum, Physical Review,  B, 

78, 2008, 8. 

[13]. Y.C. Chang, C..H. Liu, C.H. Liu, Z. Zhong, and T.B. Norris, Extracting the complex optical conductivity of mono- and bilayer 

graphene by ellipsometry, Applied Physics Letters, 104, 2014, 261909. 

[14]. R. Saito, G. Dresselhaus, and M.S. Dresselhaus, Physical Properties of Carbon Nanotubes, Imperial College Press, London, 1998. 

[15]. B.E.A. Saleh, M. C. Teich, Fundamentals of Photonics (John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991). 

[16]. Z. Shou-en, Y. Shengjun, and G.C Janssen, Optical transmittance of multilayer graphene, Exploring the frontiers of physics, 108, 

2014, 17007. 

[17]. H. Min, and A.H. MacDonald, Origin of universal optical conductivity and optical stacking sequence identification in multilayer 

graphene, Physical Review Letters, 103(6), 2009, 067402. 

[18]. R.R Nair, P. Blake, A.N. Grigorenko, K.S. Novoselov, T.J. Booth, T. Stauber, N.M.R. Peres, and A.K. Geim, Fine structure 

constant defines visual transparency of graphene, Science, 320(5881), 2008, 1308. 

[19]. L. Phillip., Optical and structural properties of systems of conjugated molecules and graphenes doctoral diss., Humboldt-University 

Berlin, 2014. 

[20]. C. Tams, and N. Enjalbert, UV/Vis/NIR Spectroscopy (PerkinElmer).  

http://www.perkinelmer.com/lab-solutions/ resources/docs/APP_UseofUVVisNIRinDevelopmentPV.pdf, (Accessed: 02.04.2016). 

[21]. W. Zhao, K. Shi, and Z. Lu, Greatly enhanced ultrabroadband light absorption by monolayer graphene, Optics Letters, 38, 2013, 21. 

[22]. S. Nann, and C. Riordan, Solar Spectral Irradiance under Clear and Cloudy Skies: Measurements and a Semi-empirical Model, 

Journal of Applied Meteorology, 30, 1991, 447-462. 

[23]. P. Hari and L. Kulmala (eds.) Springer Science+Business Media B.V., 34, 2008, 148-149. 

[24]. S.R. Kim, M.K. Parvez, and M. Chhowalla, UV-reduction of graphene oxide and its applications  as an interfacial layer to reduce 

back-transport reaction in dye-sensitized solar cells, Chemical Physics Letters, 483, 2009, 124-127. 

[25]. Y.C. Chang, C.H. Liu, C.H. Liu, S. Zhang, S.R. Marder, E.E. Narimanov, Z. Zhong, and T.B. Norris, Realization of mid-infrared 

graphene hyperbolic metamaterials, Nature Communications, 7, 2016, 10568. 

[26]. Z. Fei, Y. Shi, L. Pu, F. Gao, Y. Liu, L. Sheng, B. Wang, R. Zhang, and Y. Zheng, High-energy optical conductivity of graphene 

determined by reflection contrast spectroscopy. Physical Review, B 78, 2008, 201402. 

[27]. Y. Wang, Z. Ni, L. Liu, Y. Liu, C. Cong, T. Yu, X. Wang, D. Shen, and Z. Shen, Stacking-Dependent Optical Conductivity of 

Bilayer Graphene, ACS Nano, 4 (7), 2010, 4074-4080.  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=n0XL1y8AAAAJ&citation_for_view=n0XL1y8AAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
http://www.perkinelmer.com/lab-solutions/%20resources/docs/APP_UseofUVVisNIRinDevelopmentPV.pdf

